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ALEXANDRIA:
THURSDAY MORNING, JANUARY 1SSI.

Congress.Mr. Baker, ofOregon, occupied
the SoDate, yesterday, in reply to Mr. Benja¬
min. The Mouse of Representatives passed
the Indian Appropriation Bill.

The Legislature of Virginia meets next

Mouday, in extra session. We unite in the

appeal which conies up from the conserva¬

tive men of the State.true to the rights of
the South and the vital interests of the Com¬
monwealth,.and yet desirous, il possible, of

restoring peace, harmony and union..for
the exercise of the highest degree of patriot¬
ism and wisdom. Bound not only by alle¬

giance, but by love and affection to the old
Commonwealth, her sons are anxious that
her position should be impregnable, and her
commands such as will challenge the admi¬
ration of the world. They, therefore, ask
that passion should not inflame the counsels,
nor reckless precipitation, hurry on the
acts, of the Legislature. The course of duty,
of honor, and of safety, is one which can best
be followed, by the exercise of prudence,
discretion, and calmness.qualities not in¬
compatible with the loftiest courage, and the
sternest virtue.

There is talk about "arming," &c., in some
of the Northern State.all to "enforce the
laws." Hadn't they better turn their atten¬

tionfirst, to the "enforcement of the laws"
among themselves ? Their disregard of their
obligations.their legislative nullifications
.the treasonable proceedings of their own

people in the rescue of fugitive slaves, have
all helped to bring on the present crisis. If

they would "enforce the laws" at home, they
would not have to complain of the effects of
their own evil example elsewhere. The in¬
ventors of bad precedents should be the last
to omplain, much less to "arm".when
their inventions come back "to plague them."

The New York Herald gives Lincoln for
his Cabinet, Gov. Banks us Secretary of
State.Moses Grinuell as Secretary of the

Treasury.David "YYilmotas Secretary of the
Interior.John C. Fremont as Secretary of
"War.Edward Bates as Attorney General.
It sends Seward as Minister to England and
Wm. C. Bryant to the new Kingdom of Italy.
Whether Lincoln will accept the programme
of the Herald remains to be seen. As things
are going now, however, a Cabinet "is a very
immaterial circumstance."

lion. Jeremiah Morton addressed a meeting
at Culpeper Court house, last week, in favor
of Secession, Henry Shackelford, esq., was

in the chair. Resolutions were passed in
favor of a State Convention, that Virginia
should secede before the 4th of March, that
every slave State should Recede before that

day, and co-operate afterwards.and to raise
one thousand dollars for arms for the county.
Col. Alex. Taliaferro, and Mr. W. T. Patton,
who voted for Bell and Everett, coincided
with Mr. Morton.

Those at the North who are beUiyerent.
had better calm down at once. Nothing of

threat, of menace, or of show of coercion,
can re call what has happened, or prevent
the future determination of any State in the
South. If the Union cannot be restored or

the further progress of Secession be stopped,
it Would be batter lor all sides that the separa¬
tion should be peaceable. In the mean time
let conservative men do all they can for their
couutr}'.
At the last dates civil war was still rag¬

ing in Mexico.Miramon had made a success¬

ful sally from the Capital upon the advancing
Liberal army, and taken prisoners a number
of their leaders.and instead of giving up
the contest he was holding out better than
ever. We suppose the Mexicans will now

begin to anticipate similar doings in tins

Republic.and are not displeased at the

prospect.
It is lamentable that the ultra Secession

journals at the South, and the abolition
Disunion journals at the North, seem to be

bent upon exasperating the public mind, in
their respective sections, and urging men on

to passion, excitement, and desperate pro¬
ceedings- There seems to be as much Dis-
unionism North, as their is Secessionist!)
South.
Americans who are abroad receive the

news of our home troubles with the greatest
concern.and are deeply impressed with the
lamentable condition of the country. They
say even the European governments will be
astonished.although monarchists will af¬
fect to say, that they knew our form of gov¬
ernment could not last.

Many of our cotemporaries pay tributes
t ) the memory of the late Frederick W.
Coleman, of Caroline. Mr. Coleman will
long be remembered as the Principal of the
Concord Academy. He was distinguished
as a teacher.and was a must amiable and
excellent gentleman.

»Ye have received a pamphlet copy of the
addresses delivered recently at the Installa¬
tion ot the officers of the I uiversity of Mis¬
souri.among which, is the happy and ap¬
propriate oration of Benj. li. Minor, the
President of the I niversitv.

TJie Jewish Messenger, of December *28th,
makes * «£rong editorial appeal to the Jews
Ju the Uo'itori States to observetbe -Uh inst.,
as a day of prnjver fur the preservation of
Uhfc Union.

Thf<eonduct of Capt. (j-Uiite, in delivering
v.p a United States governnieoivessel to the
authorities, of South Carolina, is veiy .severe¬

ly condemned in Jtuany quarters.

The Washington Star of yesterday even¬

ing declares that if the Senators and Repre¬
sentatives of the Border Slave-holding States
will propose a plan of settlement, embrac¬
ing the four following points, three-fourths
of the Northern members wi'l vote for its

acceptance:
1st. The repeal of all personal liberty

bills.
2d. An amendment of the fugitive save

law, grafting the returned slave a trial by
jury where lie has escaped from, or making
it obligatory on the party claiming him to

produce a certified copy of a description of
the person of the escaped slave, placed on

record in his county clerk's office within five
days' after his escape, when demanding him
at the North.

lid. An amendment to the Constitution,
forbidding Congress from ever legislating
concerning slavery in the States, except with
the consent of all the States.

4th. Another amendment to the Constitu-
tion, extending the Missouri Compromise to
the Pacific, and providing that territorial
legistatures of the Southern side territories
shall neither legislate for or against slavery,
but shall protect alike every description of
property which settlers may please to carry
into such territories.

The Richmond Whig goes for immediate-
ly putting Virginia in an attitude of defence
.for it does not believe in "peaceable seces-

sion." Ifseparation is to be final and irrevo¬
cable, ive still hope for a peaceable one..

The Whig further argues that "while the
Legislature should first address itself to the
work of arming the State, making instantly
whatever appropriations may be deemed
necessary, and look the darkness of the future
full in the face, there should be no haste and
no precipitancy. It says:."All things
should be well considered, and Virginia
should seek sedulously and earnestly to main¬
tain Southern rights and redress Southern
grievances in the Union, always exerting her-
self to the eud of the Union's preservation and
the preservation of the public peace: it may
suit the Cotton States, but it does not suit
her, nor any of the Border States, to act
rashly and inconsiderately: the idea, as we

have often said, that secession is tho end-all
and the cure-all of all our difficulties and
troubles, is an idle and mischievous dream,
and should be scouted as a bald absurdity
by all intelligent and reflecting men."

.lion. C. in. Conrad, Secretary of War
under President Fillmore, addressed a South¬
ern Rights meeting in New Orleans, a few
evenings since. The Bulletin, in reporting
his speech, says :."lie could not see how

any sane man could hesitate about the al¬
ternative that was left. They were called
on for sympathy for the Italian, but so help
meCirod, said the speaker, i would rather be
a Spaniard or an Italian, than be an Ameri¬
can, and live under a chief magistrate se¬

lected by the Republican party, lie was

for prompt and energetic action, and be¬
lieved tin- best way t«» obtain co-operation
was by the States acting separately." Mr.
Conrad has a curious idea a!:».»ut "co-opera¬
tion." lie manifestly thinks that separate
action will force others into the measure he
advocates.

The great results anticipated from the use

of steam in the navigation of the Now York
and Erie Canal have not been reached. We
have already given some information on this
subject. A "Mechanic" publishes in the Buf¬
falo Courier a practical review of thesubject
at some length against the economy of steam

on the canal, and with a knowledge of facts
and figures quite telling. From all that ban
been published in reference to these experi
menis in the papers of New York State, it
seems clear that the use ol steam has made 110

more progress there than on the the canals of
New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Virginia.
The New Orleans Picayune, in defining

the difference between a Secessionist and a

Co-Operationist, says:- -"The fact is, imme¬
diate State Secessionists desire nothing but
secession. They reject propositions of State
co-operation, because, as there is hope, their
fear is that our terms for a reconstruction
of the government may be accepted by the
North. Here is the crowning distinction
between the Co-Operationist and the imme¬
diate Secessionist."
The Frankfort Commonwealth says:.

"Even in Kentucky, we have a class.com¬
posed principally of young men who take a

view of grave political questions through
the bottom of glass tumblers.who imagine
that it is immensely Southern to be in favor
of disunion."
The National Intelligencer argues that if

the right of Secession is admitted, under
the Constitution, the General Government
can never give guarantees which will com¬

mand the confidence of capitalists, in our

financial arid monetary affairs.

A New York correspondent says: "Lola
Monte/., who last summer suffered very much
from a paralytic stroke, caused by smoking
cigarettes day and night, is now living in

Seventeenth street, spends her time in med¬
itation and prayer, and goes by the name ol
Fanny Gibbons."

The Committee on the Indian Bond Rob¬
bery have decided not to go to New York in

pursuit of the B >uds, as either no trace of
them probably would be detected, or they
would be found in the hands of innocent

parties.
The llk-hmond Whig condemns, in em-

phatie language, the course which South Caro¬
lina, is pursuing. It also declares that it is
the height of injustice to upbraid and cen¬

sure Maj. Anderson for his recent conduct.

The Fredericksburg Ilerald say?:."News¬
papers and Telegraphs have ruined the

country. Suppress both, and the country
could be saved nqxs." The idea, is, at least,
suggest ice.

The .Richmond Enquirer s&vs:."W e

should not be surprised if individual action
did not precipitate Virginia into collision
with the Federal Government." Is that
necessary ?

Mr. Cobb, the late Secretary of the Trea¬
sury, is bitterly attacked by some of the

newspapers in Georgia. They call him "a

pretender and charlatan in political econ¬

omy."
The National Intelligencer suggests "a

repeal or suspension of alt J nited States laws
with regard to South Carolina or cny other
seceding State."

Manufacturing busine*;* in Massachusetts
is steadily declining.especially in fcoofs^nd
sluuw. I*et Southern manufactures as stead'i-»
ly increase.
A Union mass faceting is called in Balti¬

more, to be held shortly.

NEWS OF THE DAY.
" To show the. very age andbody of the t( mes."

At Milwaukee, ou Saturday night a Sre
broke out in the Lake Michigan Mills, anil
the building and contents, consisting of 51)0
bands of flour and 7,000 bushels of wheat,
were destroyed. Loss §35,000; insured for
$20,000. The [lames communicated to the
warehouses occupied by Collins & Andre,
destroying the building, valued at $15,000.
On Sunday morning another lire broke out
in the building occupied by the city offices.
Loss on che building $5,000; insured..
George Deyer & CVs saddlery :iod harness
establishment was also consumed. Loss $-10,-
000; insured for $30,000. All the records
and valuable documents deposited in the city
clerk's office were destroyed. $200,000 worth
of bonds and mortgages were destroyed..
Five persons are missing, and it is feared
they are buried in the ruins.
Ac the conclusion of Mr. Benjamin's

speech, when ho said the South could never

be subjugated, the applause from the galle-
ries was positively terrific, the audience arm¬
ing en masse, amid mingled cries, hisses,
cheers, and waiving of handkerchiefs by the
ladies. The Senate -.was thunderstruck..
Senators demanded order and the clearing
of the galleries, followed by a motion to ad¬
journ. The Sergeant-at-Arms immediately
summoned a large police force and cleared
the galleries, leaving only the ladies. The
Senate immediately adjourned. The like ol

'this scene was never before witnessed in the
Senate.
A silver wedding was celebrated in Mil-

waukie last week. The couple Mr. and
Mrs. J. B. Martin.gave a party on the oc¬

casion, which was attended by over two

hundred persons. Their mansion is one of
the most spacious and sumptuous in the
West. One of the presents from Mr. M. to
his happy lady is this splendid residence ;
another present was a fine new block of
stores, in the principal street of the city..
The value of these gifts is estimated at not
less than $100,000.

Fort Sumter is three and three-eighths
miles from Charleston, one and one-eighth
miles from Fort Moultrie, three-quarters of
a mile to the nearest land, one and three-
eighths miles to Fort Johnson, and two and
live eighths miles to Castle Pinckncy. The
last named fort is one mile from the town,
and Fort Johnson is two and a quarter miles
from the town. These measurements are

correct, being taken from the latest surveys
made by the United States Coast Survey.

So far as coasting vessels are concerned,
the trade with Charleston may not be seri¬
ously interrupted by her present position, as

they all sail under license running one year.
At the expiration of that time, tbey will be
apt to find another state of thing*. Kvery
irregular clearance ior a foreign port subjects
the vessel bearing it to .seizure and libel, for
which the custom-house offices will look out,
as they share in the distribution of the pro¬
ceeds.
The Petersburg Fxpress says: "The reg¬

ular trains to the South are daily heavily
loaded with through passengers, many of
whom consist ol Northern capitalists en

route for South Carolina and other Southern
States. A gentleman from the city of New
York informs us that there are three thou¬
sand prominent monied men in that citv
who are now prepared to come to the South,
having determined upon this eonrse in the!
event of a dissolution of the Union."

There is a little flutter of excitement at

the New York Custom-house as to what shall
be done with the Charleston steamers. Ilerc-
after their clearances from Charleston will
l)e made out in the name of the State of
South Carolina, as a Power independent ol
the United States, and the custom-house au¬

thorities are bothered as to what they shall
do about it.
The statement of a correspondent of the

N. \. Tribuno "that several thousand bonds,
bearing numbers advertised by the Interior
Department, were purchased by Messrs.
liigjjs Co., of Washington, in New York,
for account of the President, and are, or
were recently, held by him," has not one

word of truth in it.
The South Congregational Church at I

Georgetown, Mass., an abolition concern, of!
which the llev. Charles Beceher (brother of
11. W. B., is pastor, held a church meeting
on Sunday evening last, and after much dis¬
cussion, resolved not to comply with the
President's request for a fast on the 4th of
January.
At Louishurg, X. C., on the night of the

2Sth ult., about $75,000 worth of property
was destroyed by fire. The newspaper of¬
fice of the Eagle, and the Temperance Hall
were destroyed, besides fifteen or twenty
stores.

Mobile now boasts of a well constructed
street passenger railway, which was formal¬

ly inaugurated and opened to public traffic
on Christinas day. It extends from lioyal
street to Lafayette, a distance of about three
miles.
A quiet summoning of the several officers

of the army and navy, now at the seat of

government, to their respective departments
ou i ucsday evening, forebodes that some¬

thing jnore is on the tapis than the public
is 3ret cognizant of.
One of the miserable consequences of a

disruption of the Union, will be the destruc¬
tion of all patent right property, as there
will not be any Supreme Court of the United
States to give it its usual protection.
On Monday, in the committee of thirty-

three, Mr. Millson, of \ irginia. introduced
resolutions substantially like those of Mr.
Crittenden.

It is said that Chief Justice Taney is pre¬
pared to administer the oath of office to Mr.
Lincoln, the President elect, wherever he
may be requested to do so.

lien. Dix writes to the Government that

Major Anderson's conduct meets the entire
approval of even the most extreme secession
meu in New York.
On Sunday night live or six inches of

snow fell in Frederick, Washington and Al¬
leghany countics, Md., and at .Richmond and
Petersburg, Ya.

According to the Cincinnati Euquirer, a

policeman in that city, named James bal¬
lon, is believed to have fallen heir to a mil¬
lion pounds sterling.
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MfcTII : I> I ST OjiNEKAi. CONFERENCE AND THE

Si.averv Question..The acr of the General
Conference of the Methodist hpi&copal
Chuu.^ which assembled at Buffalo, in May j
last, in regard to slavery, has caused a great
diversity of opinion throughout the coun¬

try, especially in some of ii,c border confer- j
eii,ees. it appeals now, however, t:»aC the !
bishops of the churches, who are the sole
expounders of all law* passed by tiieGener- j
al Conference, have decided that the aet is [
.not binding on membership of the church,
by adopting a resolution to that effect at their
weeting, heW a few days since at.Cincinna-
iti. The resolution is as follows, and was

unanimously adopted:
"Resolved, That, in our judgu^ni t!;ere !

was no actios of tiie late (;«Hiicral -Confer-
ence of the Metit^di^.t ^piscopa,! .Church
which changed the terms of ifcC-iytyerehip .in
said church." !

FOREIGN MISCELLAN Y.

It is said of the lute visit of the American
Minister to her Majesty, the Queen, at Wind-
sor. that be was received must graciousl}',
and that the Queen constantly displayed iu her
conversation with him the highest apprecia-
tion of the manner in which the Prince of
Wales had been received in the States..
She was exceedingly courteous, and devoted
herself with zeal to the entertainment of
her guests, walking with Mrs. Dallas in the

! castle grounds, and driving them about in
the park. She lias received great pleasure
from the kindly feeling displayed towards
the Prince in America.
A Belgian family from time immemorial

has presented instances of six fingered chil¬
dren at each generation; "and singularly
enough, while the boys have but five lingers,
as most people, every girl born in the family
presents that strange phenomenon of six fing¬
ers on each hand and six toes on each
foot. In all eases the supplementary finger
or toe is a twin of the little one, of a perfect
shape, and acts quite independently of the
others. The hands and feet are very ele¬
gantly shaped, and no one would notice ac

first sight that strange peculiarity.
The ConstitutionncI publishes an article

signed by its chief editor, M. Grandguil-
lot, on the question of Austria and Vene-
tia. M. Grandguillot states that solu-
tions of that question are everywhere sought
after. It is instinctively felt that a decis¬
ive crisis is approaching. All Europe
seems to have apprehensions for the coming
Spring, lie is convinced that the wisdom
of the government oi' the Emperor will
know how to prevent a struggle without an

obj eet.
The Bombay Gazette gives an unfavora¬

ble account of the state of India. The Euro¬
pean army is discontented and a part of it is
mutinous. The native troops are not to be
trusted, and the whole population is bitter¬
ly dissatisfied with the government that
lias imposed the income tax.
The Paris Moniteur says the Emperor

has deeided that from -January next, and by
way of reciprocity, Englishmen visiting
France shall be permitted to enter and
travel through the country without pass¬
ports.
The London Daily News says that there

is a growing feeling ol distrust with respect
to the Course of alfairs in America. It is
feared that our market will yet be called up¬
on to contribute largely to the relief of the
country.
The Liverpool Times says the Message

is an evasion of :ill responsibility, and con ¬

trasts the President's timid policy with the
bold course ol Jackson. The Globe says the
Message is io fact an appeal to the North
to mako concessions to the South.
The distress at Coventry is such that forty

thousand weavers are said to be actually star¬
ving.

VlliCIMA iXEWS.

In a speech at Richmond last week, Mr.
Cropper stated that in lKiil), live thousand
slaves went South from Richmond, over the
Petersburg road, a like number went on the
Tennessee road, and two thousand for all
other ways; and at one thousand dollars each,
twelve millions of money came to \ irginia
from the South.many think more.

Mr. E. C. Burks was, on Thursday last,
elected to Mipply the vacancy in tin* Legisla¬
ture, from Bedford county, occasioned by the
resignation of Dr. Granville L. Brown. Mr.
Burks favors the speedy call of a State Con¬
vention, to determine what measures are ne¬

cessary to secure the rights and safety of the
people of the Commonwealth.
Just before day, on Tuesday morning last.

James Watkins, who resides in Clarkesville,
Ya., cut his wife's throat, while laboring un

der the influence o{ liquor. The wound is
thought to he not verv serious, anil it is cer¬

tainly thought that Mrs. W. will recover..
Mr. Watkins is well and favorably known
about Clarkesville.
A postoflice is established at Point Isabel,

Richmond county, and William Ingram ap¬
pointed oostmaster. On the route from War¬
saw to Kilmarnock, office at-Jefl'erson, Pow¬
hatan county. Ya., is re-established, and
Martin E. Davis appointed postmaster.
There seems to be no doubt that the Legis¬

lature of Virginia at the extra session, will
pass a bill for a State Convention to consider
the perilous times into which the country
has fallen.
Mr. Howe and Mr.#Barton have declined

being candidates for the State Senate from
the Caroline district. Dr. Quisenbuiy
(Whig) and Mr. Gilham (Breckinridge De¬
mocrat) are the candidates.
The Petersburg Gas Company have reduc¬

ed the Price of (las from *4 to$3,50 per thou¬
sand cubic feet.

From North Carolina.
Ralkicu, \". C., Jan. 1..New Year's day

was inaugurated here by the most unusual
excitement, caused by the arrival of a spe¬
cial train from Wiimingtcu, X. C., contain¬
ing a committee, who came nn a mostrcmar
kablc errand. This committee Consisted of
the Hon. W. S. Ashe, Capt. E. I>. Hall, and
Messrs. Larrinet and Hedick.
The business of the Committee was to con¬

sult with Gov. Ellis upon the propriety of
taking Fort .Johnson, a revolutionary fortress
situated on Cape fear river, about two miles
from its mouth, and near the town of Suiith-
ville.
Gov. Ellis did not ad visa the taking posses¬

sion of the fort, but the Committee returned
home this evening, resolved upon taking care
of the entire Cape Fear section.
The Committee dined at the lvaue House

with Speaker Clarke, of the Senate; -John
Spelman, esq , editor ol the Srate -Journal;
Capt. Hoke, a member of the House of Com¬
mons, from Lincoln county, and several
others.
The course of President Buchanan is uni¬

versally condemned here.
North Carolina will sustain the cause of

the South.. Cor. of Ptih'.rMmrij Exp.
Outlived the Union..There is an aged

and much loved pair in this community who
celebrated the sixty first anniversary of their
wedding-day on Wednesday, the 2(>rh of De¬
cember. For sixty-one years have they walk¬
ed hand in hand along the rugged pathway
of life together, and now in health and vigor j
are permitted to celebrate, with children, 1
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren a-

.round them, another anniversary of the day
upon which, with young hearts full of hope
and joy, they plighted their troth to each
other. And though they be full of years and
experienced in all the stern realities of a

four-score stewardship, their hearts are

young yet; and, though the light of this
world may be receding from the natural vi¬
sion. they are waiting in joyful expectation
for the summons that shall open up to their
spiritual senses those inexpressible realities
of a higher Piisreo.ee promised to all who
walk in the straight and narrow way. This
venerable couple have outlived their coun-

try; thev have seen its star raise and ascend
to a height from which it illumined the world
by irs splendor, and flow they behold it like-
ly to gti do\vn ami<t darlcneSjJ, gloom, and,
we fear, civil strife and bloodshed..j
ftern (A G.) /taper.. j
The Commission appointed at tjte last fu¬

sion of Congress to examine the organization,
discipline and system of instruction of the
West i?oin£ Military Academy, d > uot pro- j
po.-.Q any radical change in the organization
of the Academ y. j

Movers silts in tlio South.
The Charleston Courier ol Saturday last

says:."The fchooner W. A. Ellis, which
arrived from New ^ ork on Wednesday wist,
had on board live hundred barrels cement

consigned to Fort Moultre. V» e team tnat
its delivery to the United States officers has
been prevented (or the present, and it will
be placed in store.1

Besides Captain Coste, of South Carolina,
%vho recently betrayed his trust in the har¬
bor of Charleston, the officers of the revenue
schooner were 1st Lieut. Underwood: 2d Lieut.
]|. o. Porter, (a son of the late Commodore
Porter;) and od Lieut, il. J- Gambrill, of
Md. Wlien Coste took possession ol the brig
in the name of South Carolina, fhey im¬
mediately retired to the city and notified the
Department in Washington of Coste's act:
themselves awaiting further orders from the
Government.

Governor Pickens, of South Carr-lma, has
issued a call for volunteers under the milita-
ry law lately passed by the Legislature of
that State, entitled "An act to provide for
the State an armed military force."
The Federation says that the majority in

! the Alabama convention in favor of coopera-

| tion is from 10 to 15.
I It is said that the authorities of S »utb Caro-
Una have already had to resort, practically, to

| the Mexican plan of getting their loans tak¬
en.the foiced loan plan. Thus it is said
that the takers of much of the $400,000 so

far raised, were made lo take it under ine

penalty ol otherwise being regarded as dis¬
affected to the cause.

A Tax of £10 per head on Slaves has been
laid by South Carolina, bv way ol raising
the wind.
One of the S >uth Carolina banks has tak¬

en a hundred thousand of the four-hunorcd-
thousand-dollar loan. hereupon the Se¬
cession Convention has accorded to it the
privilege of issuing more notes without their
preserving their relation to specie or other
bona fide securities in its vaults, previously
required by South Carolina law. Now, this
is the initiation ol the old ^Continental*
money system of raising the wind so as to

pay war expenses.
The rumors afloat in reference to the

South Carolina Commissioners represent
them as by no means satisfied with the
change in the Cabinet. The tidings from
Charleston, of (unifications being in the
course of erection to prevent the approach
.f reinforcements to Major Anderson, is an

evidence of the appreciation of the Commis-
sioners of the change which took pkeein
the sentiment of the Cabinet when Mr. Floyd
retired. They are in constant telegraphic com- j
munscation with t»'>v. Pickens.

Tiie fallowing army officers have resigned:
15 re vet Major Win. II. Walker and brevet
Major 11. 0. Wayne. <>f Georgia; Col. A. C.
M vers, Ciipt. Julio Dunivant and brevet Se¬
cond Lieut. W. H. Gibhs, .f Smith Caroli- |

na. . I
The following naval officers from S >uth

Carolina have resigned: Lieut*. A. I*. War j
I,.y. John li. Hamilton, lloberfc Selden at.o

\V. (i, !).»/.ier; Assistant Surgeon i hos. -J. j
Uharlton; Midshipmen. Francis \\. i In mas. |II. II. liac it, .John T. Walker, -John Grim-
ball and Win. II. Wilkinson.

Col. linger, the Postmaster of Charleston,
lias forwarded an order to tin: Post Office
department for $440 worth of postage stamps,
for the use ol the Charleston office. i ne

Department postpones filling the order f»>r
the present.

'

Only twelve Postmasters have
resigned in South Carolina. Xo con tractor
for carrying the mails has yet fritimated a

wish to throw up bis contract.

The ordinance adopted by the "Sovereign J
State of South Carolina." makes no provi- \
sicn whatever for tlie naturalization and in jintroduction to the rights of citizenship oi
those born hi. Jornir/u hi mix.

Bishop Davis, of South Carolina, lias |
made provision for the new State ol govern-
merit, and the appropriate, prayer for the j"Governor and all in authority," was used j
on Sunday, 2od ult., the tir.-t Sabbath after \
secession.in the churches at Chariest m,
ami in oilier churches of the Diocese, s<» far
as the Kpiscopal order has communicated.

We mentioned Yesterday the arrival ol the
Hussar, itt New York, having on board the
mutineers and murderers ol the "Stag
hound." The prisoners all speak in the
highest praise of Capt. ilowland. Some
twenty ves.-els had refused to transport those
men when Captain I lowland was applied to.
ile immediately gave an affirmative answer,
knowing thai hisowu crew were trustworthy,
and would lake no part in the liberation ol the
prisoners, in case of an attempt. The pris¬
oner Morris is a low, thick-set man, about 27
years of age. lie is intelligent, and very
communicative, lie gives the following ac¬

count of the unfortunate occurrence. 1 he
ship having a cargo of 400 coolies, it^ was
necessary to keep a strict watch up «n them,
as they.the coolies.would, and in many
cases do, raise and endeavor to rake posses¬
sion of the vessel, upon finding that they
are deceived.which occurred upon this oc¬

casion. The hatches being open lor ventila¬
tion. the coolies took advantage and rose en

hins.se, and endeavored to take possession ol
the ship. The crew, foremost among whom
was Morris, made an onslaught upon them,
and after killing a nuuibcr of them, and
driving others into the sea, succeeded in get¬
ting the remainder below, lie was subse¬
quently accused of not making proper ex¬
ertions to quell the mutiny, and, according
to bis statement, had an encounter, with Mr.
llussev, in which, while under great excite¬

ment, lie drew his sheath knife which was
at his side, and plunged it into llussey's
abdomen, lie (liussey) than van to the
cabin, bur scarcely had he left when the 1st
officer made an attack upon him, when he
also stabbed him. The entire crew, upon
learning of the occurrence, immediately re¬
fused duty, and without making any res;.-

tauce, were allowed to be imprisoned. .1 hey
have (21 men) been 0 months now in prison.

M*i>de.v hxn or ax l.Mi' .sTEU.. IheWells-
liurg (Vii j) Herald tells how a man claim-
in«r to be a mem her (if Morning Star Lodge
I. 0. 0. P., at 1 lav re-de-Grace, Md., appear¬
ed in that town on the 22d of November,
told a pitiable story ol" poverty and distress,
that ho had bceu robbed of his traveling
pass, and that oe wanted a lirtie aid to car¬

ry him t«> Pittsburg on his way home. Al¬
though he c Mi Id not prove his title as an Odd
Fellow in good standing, yet his story so
much prevailed upon the sympathy of some
of the members that the requisite aid was

supplied him and he was sent on 2ns way,
and a correspondence instituted with Morn¬
ing Siar Lodge, Md., which resulted in a
letter fruin the secretary of that Lidge,
snowing him to bean impostor. Subsequent¬
ly he went to Sreubenville, Ohio, and made
a similar application to the Stenbenville
L«lge. lie was invited to work his way
into the L'»dge, and while being examined
in the ante-room was stricken with an ap¬
oplectic lit, from which he died in a few mo-
met its.

The custom of ringing the Old Year out

md the New Year in, at I\ew York, was

kept up, as it has been for po many years
previous.
\7 0riL PRESENTS TO JiUlISKKKKt'KKS
X should lio stilcctc-i fr >ni 0(i DEN'S variety of
j'cful HOUSEKEEPING A a T j C 1, i-J S. See
¦yltitf iie huH. N'j charge for abovring

itei"* 2«i

I hkAA '"A0KlS '** A" ^ALT, It'"'1 ,;l cargo of
l'i'/v ship ''Scotsman," diru<-t fruiu Liver¬
pool, in 'store' and for sale by

.lee S
*

FOWLE & CO.

Affairs in Charleston.
The Courier of Monday contains the fol¬

lowing items of iuterest:.'Throughout the
city yesterday and-the day before, specula¬
tion was rife as to the condition of the differ¬
ent fortifications in the harbor. Much auxie-
fy was manifested on tlie part of the friends
of our citizens in possession of Fort Moul¬
trie and Castle Pinckney, while no little
curiosity exhibited itself to learn what was
the condition of the occupants uf Fort Sum¬
ter. On this latter point there were a varie¬
ty of rumors afloat. S nne went no far as to
say that the United States troops would be
unable to hold out two weeks; that their pro¬
visions were of the most scanty character,
and that water was very scarce. If this be
so, and if it be true, as reported, that
one of the cisterns is rendered useless be¬
cause of the salt water that makes way in¬
to it, the soldiers cannot, by any possibility,
hold out longer than ten or fourteen days,

j All the points from which supplies can be
obtained, are rendered inaccessible.

There is a strong guard of the Charleston
Riflemen stationed at the Light House on
Morris' Island, even if a battery has not
been erected there by this time, as was con-
templated. Detachments of South Carolina
troops are in possession of the post at Fort

! Johnson, while Sullivan's Island and Mount
I Pleasant, as well as this city, are rendered
inaccessible to them for supplies. The re¬

maining cistern of the fort it is said is so be¬
fouled with stagnant water that to drink it
would be to partake of death and disease.
The only remaining way for them to pro-
cure water or provisions, will be by boats or
vessels, and even this mode will be cut off
by the email crafts and steamboats that are

constantly cruising around on the watch.
From me workmen, however, who have

been employed at the fort we learn that
there are altogether in Fort Suuiter about
forty or fifty mechanics and laborers, togeth¬
er with some seventy soldiers. About
twelve casemato guns are muunted, mostlylooking towards Sullivan's Island, and four
or live barbette guns which work on pivots,and can be worked facing in any direction.
With their present force they can place seve-
nil guns in position each day, and they have
an abundant supply of shot and shell, and
provisionsand water, to last them for mouths,
the cistern being large and amply suppliedwith good rain water. The guns of the lar¬
gest calibre are not yet in position, and the
number of cannon in the fort amounts to half
its armament.
Some of the employers of the young men

who are now under military sorvice, have
given them notice that the salaries will not
be suspended.
The fir?t llag hoisted upon the ramparts of

Fort Moultrie, was the Palmetto ensign of
the steamer General Clinch. Major Ander¬
son, who deserted that fortress for a safer po¬sition. is the son-in-law of the distinguished(Seorgian after whom the steamer (Jeneral
Clinch is named.
A dctaehmenr. of the Citadel Cadets under

command of Maj. Stevens left this city on
Sunday tor Morris' l>land.
The Charleston Uiilcmen also left the city

on Saturday last, under command of Capt.Johnson, fot .Ji-mes' Island.
Andrew T. Ilarlee, lately a clerk in Wash¬

ington. has arrived in Charleston, as bearer
of despatches from the South Carolina Cotu-
mi.sion.
C d John Cunningham having been ordered

by t i.'vernor Pickens to take command of the
Arsenal, completed this order yesterday,(Sunday) about half-past one o'clock. At
that hour Cant Humphreys gave tip the com¬
mand to Col. Cunningham. Tho Federal
Flag was lowered altera salute of u2 guns
the State troops having been drawn up in or¬
der, presenting arms. The Palmetto Flag
was then attached, and run up with a salute
of one gun for South Carolina. The Arsenal
is now in command of Col. Cunningham, of
the 17th Regiment.

MILITARY NOTICES.
£'.7" FAIRFAX CAVALRY COMPANY..

Tlie following persons were appointed by tho
meeting at H'e<i End, Fairfax County, ou Muu
i!:iv, the Is: of January, a committee to enroll
members of the new Cavalrv Company, now be¬
ing formed in Fairfax County :

.l;tmei- M. Benton, Chairman.
K. R. F'»wi<*, Fred. It. Windsor,
John Turrett, Samuel Johnson,
11. V. Edsall, James Ooyle,
S. F. Haton, Joseph Lyles,
A. M. Powell. John Fairfax.
jail X.«o?.t

jkif ATTENTION OLD DOMINiON RIFLES.
. You ioe hereby notified to attend .1 meeting of
the Corps', this evening, at 7 o'clock, at the Armo¬
ry. A ful! and punctual attendance is expected.
BV order of Mie Osuitnin : ian .'!.It.

VIRGINIA MADE CARRIAGES !
j RESPKCTl-T LLV inform I Lie public that f
J have on hand an assortment of CARRIAGES
of my own make, and of the very boat finish and
quality, which 1 will soil low for cash, or approved
paper.

I will execute all order* in the best maimer, and
at satisfactory prices. Repairing will bo executed
with neatness arid dispatch, and warranted to
please. Those in want of Vehicles of any kind,
are Solicited to give me a call, a* having had over

twenty venrs practical oxpcrienco in the business,
1 am confident of my ability to give entire satis¬
faction iii the execution of orders.
To my friends in Maryland and Virginia. I re¬

turn my thanks for th'iirpast patronage, and hope
lor a continuation of the same.

jaii «.if ROBERT I. ED12LIN.
9 \ ISS0LUT10X.The partnership heretofore
a / existing under the firm of G. K. WITMBR
A BROS.. is this day dissolved by the withdrawal
of H. F. Winner.

All persons indebted to the linn, are requested
Lo maK'c prompt settlements with IS. 1". Witmcrwho
is ab»ne authorized to use the name of the firm in
the settlement <.!' the business.
jan I (J. K. WITMElt & BROS.

OTICK..The undersigned have formed a co-
Ih partnership and will continue the DR1*
GOODS business in all its branches, under the
style of WITMKR .t CO., at the northeast cor¬
ner of' King and Royal streets. AV'e solicit a con¬
tinuance of the liberal patronage extended to the
old lirin during the past fen vears

G. K. WITMER.
A. H. ST.AYMAKKR.
EDMUND FERRY,jr.

jan 1 A. B. SLAYMAKER.
AGENTS! AGENT;!!

\\TANTKft to soil.a 312 uud $13 FAMILY
SEWING MACHINE thai sows fine or

coarse work with one sized needle, with tine or
c-jiirso cotton. or fl.tx thread. It is simple and
works witti tnore ea*e anil less noise than higher
priced Machines. Delivered at any depot on the
Railroads loading from Alexandria, lor $'S.:*>0
and S-'b Enclose me a -i cent, stamp, and get
samples of sewing and further information.

.). J. JUTE, General A^eut.
White Post P. 0., Clarke Co., Va.,jan 1.«olm
mo OUR TOWN CUSTOM FIRS.. Our accounts
1 for our customers in town for the past year,

I Mift, are all made out, and will be rendered to¬
morrow, at the residence or place of business of
all our friends, or through the post office. These
accounts are individually, small in amount, but
th«* aggregate, if promptly paid, would aid us es¬
sentially in meeting our pending obligations

Our friends will render us an especial favor by
prompt p:'Vinent, and will thereby greatlv oblige
us.

*

H. H. MjLLER, SON *.fc CO.
I St tuo I

\T OTICK..At the last meeting of the Board of
Jl\ Directors of the Orange aiyl Alexandria Rail¬
road Company, it was

Ordered, That all free passes now in the pos¬
session ofany one, will expire with Iheyear ISM,
and must he collected by the conductors, and un¬
less written evidence of the fight to pass, signed
by the proper cilice, hearing the date of ISiil, in
exhibited, the conductors are required to collect
fare. ' li. V/. VANDEGRFFT. !

- dee 2'.). I w Chief Engineer and Geneva! Supt.-r . . r H- r'.r t.if rlT

t* !1 RESE..jt) boxes Eastern Cutting, 51) boxes
) E. D. Cheese, for sale l)v

17 J. N. HARPER <fc 00.

WANTED at the Episcopal High School, a
lirst rate WASHER and IRONER. * '

dec 16.dtf

COMMUNIGA 71OSS.
Character and Valujj uf the Union. \u

extract from a Lecture on the Character and
Value of the Union, delivered on Monday,December 24th, 1800, at Upperville, by A.
If. Settle, ol Fauquier county:.

And, in this c.mieetiun, let me ask, if thisGovernment is to I.e destroyed, as is now be¬
lieved, who is to be responsible for th* pre¬
sent existing National debt.the National
honor/ 1c is said, in case of a dissolutior
the States ought and will assume it. Vir¬
ginia lias no more right to assume the pay¬
ment of that debt, or a part of it, than tf.e
debt of Pennsylvania. The destruction of
the Union would not give her the right, nor
impose upon her the obligation. If the Cent¬
ral Government, as is commonly conceded,
has no right to assume the debts of the
Sta es, by what authority can the States as¬
sume the debt of the <»eneial Government,
either out of the Union or in it? It is true
tho people, by a direct vote, might authorize
the State to do so. But it they should ever
be so unwise as to do that, the result will be,
that they will either be ground to powder bytaxation, or forced to the disgrace of abso¬
lute repudiation, lake either alternative,
and 1 do not think a dissolution will better
our condition.

ihat the South has much to complain of.
no fair mind will deny. That there is a deepand settled hostility on the part of a portionol the Northern1 people to Southern institu¬
tions, cherished an i cultivated by unworthyappeals to the masses, from the stump, the
press, and the pulpit, is proven as well bv
their effects in producin .John Brown raids,
as by the character of the appeals them¬
selves. But shall we destroy the Union for
this? Shall we pull down the best govern¬
ment the world ever saw, because some of
the people who live under it may be thy
worst people the world ever saw? If that
be sound logic, we shall have no govern¬
ment at all, either united or separate. For
if the object in secession is to get rid of bad
men, or the influence of bad men, it will
utterly fail. That sort of people are numer¬
ous in our world, and 1 don't know that they
are confined to any particular localitv. I
doubt not, indeed, but a few such might l»«
found even within the sublimated bounda¬
ries of South Carolina. And we may ex¬
pect Beecher and Garrison and Phillips will
still talk, aud taik wickedly, whether we re¬
main in the Union or go out of it. And I
know of no remedy, utiles- it is to be found
in a masterly inactivity.resting in the hope
. f their dying out by reason of their own
inherent impurities.
That the "liberty bills" of the Free States,

so much talked of, all uf one?, are in direct
conflict with the plain privileges of the Con¬
stitution ; absolutely and palpably unjust;
and manifesting, altogether, a want of social
comity, is undoubtedly true. The sober
second thouy/it, induced bv the present criti¬
cal state ol a flairs, may lead to their repeal.
1 think it will. But whether it will or not,
a separation will not add to our security on
that score. If' you cannot counteract this
evil under a common government, with am¬

ple power to do it, think you it can be done
under separate governments, hostile to each
other on account of the causes of separation ;
and these causes, too, toe very evils sought
to be got rid of? The remedy for this inter¬
ference is in the Union ; and 1 think nowhere
else. It the Free States, acting upon an as¬

sumption of right not possessed, thus attempt
to overrule the authority of the Union, it is
plainly the duty of the General Government
to assert her supremacy and enforce obedi¬
ence. If this is not done, it is not the fault
of the Constitution, but the fault of thoso
whose duty it is to administer it. Would it
not be better, therefore, to demand a rigid
executiou ol the laws, than to destroy the
Government, because a set of unjust people 4
seek to evade or nulify them ?

Difficult ies and troubles are inseparable
from the working of ail human institutions,
and they -ttend the working of ours. The
evils complained of undoubtedly exist. But
you must remember they do not lie at tho
door of the Constitution. They have their
origin in causes apart from the Union. That
stands approved. Its powers are sufficient
for the protection of the rights of the people
under it. The laws passed under its au¬

thority, are such as the representatives of
the people deemed just and proper. The
evils afflicting the country, therefore, do not
result from defects iu the Constitution, nor
even from a failure 011 the part of tho legis¬
lative department to provide the necessary
laws; but from inefficiency in administration
.from a failure on the part of the public
agents to exe.ute them. If the Federal
Government has no power by which to en¬
force obedience to the laws, then it is defec¬
tive ; for a law that cannot be enforced, is
equivalent to no law. But this is not thy
case. I t is enjoined as a duty on the Execu¬
tive to ".see that the laws are executed.nav,
faithfully executed." And, even in the ab¬
sence of specific legislation, pointing out tho
mode and menns of performing this duty, it
rests, under the force of tho injunction, iu
his discretion. The non-execution of the
fugitive slave law, therefore, argues no de¬
fect in the Constitution, but inefficiency in
the agency under it.and tiiat agency, too,
of our own appointment.
And taking this, perhaps the worst aspect

of the case, I do not see how the breaking
up of the government will make it any bet¬
ter. The States and the sections will remain
geographically just where they are, and un¬

derground railroads will be more likely to
increase, both in number aw l length, than
to diminish ; and if facilities for escape are

increased, the disposition to embrace them
will certainly not he diminished.

[to i;k continued.]
As a plain common sense man, 1 have al.

ways considered that the duties on import*
were the fairst and most just mode of sup¬
porting-the Government. Any other plan
would not he as just. Under the present
system, every man South, North, Last or

West, pays just according to what he * uses.
If he id economical, and wears home made
goods, and uses maple sugar or molasses,
the expense of government is no t:ix on him.
If he is wealthy or chooses to have the luxu¬
ries or delicacies of foreign markets, then ho
pays the tax on what himself or family uses,
hut no more: and this is entirely of his own
choice. The Government does not compel
him to buy. I think, therefore, it is wrong
to say that one section of the country pays
more duties than the other. Every man
pays according to what he uses. The com¬
plaint has been sometimes made that our
Southern people pay duties on what their
servants use or wear. Well, how is thi*?
There are no duties on cotton goods, manu¬
factured in the United States. I take it for
granted that the preference is given for Uni¬
ted States manufacture, for a good deal of it
is manufactured in Georgia, Alabama, South
Carolina and Virginia. Coarse goods, for ser¬
vants! Wear, :i»«i aiUo made South. For lh«
pork and beef from the West, we havo no du¬
ties to pfly. There are no duties on corn oy
Bour. There arc no duties on hides, out ot
which the shoes are made. The horses and
mules come from the West. The coffee, there
is no dury on. It is true sugar and molasses
would be lower, if it were not for the duties
imposed for the benelit of our fellow citizens,
the jjouisiana planters. And indeed, on

looking over the ground of domplaipt ou thu
Subject of liutiuS I luirdiv jimiw of'one artitflo
pspd by our shiyes that pays any duties intq
the Federal Treasury. Much might be said,
as td wbut is paid'for other purposes. Let
justice, therefore, oh this subject^.be dohe,
"though the iieaveris fa}l." ' v I\


